IOO                The New Triple Alliance.             [CHAP.

"rumours arise leading to the impression that the three
Powers' common purpose, viz. : the maintenance of peace,
is bound up with an arr&rep-emee having relation to France,
those rumours can only be ascribed to the anxiety lest
peace should be disturbed by France in consequence of
some change in her form of government Such an appre-
hension could only be justified should convulsions, sub-
versive of the existing State Laws of France, place a
personage or principle in power which should endeavour to
consolidate an uncertain rale at home by appealing to the
warlike proclivities of the nation. Should such an event
accrue, the question would have to be considered whether
or not each one of the three Powers, whose alliance is
alluded to, would be certain of retaining its present measure
of independence and security after France should have
conquered any one of them. Let us suppose that France,
impelled by some internal convulsion, should attack
Germany; Austria and Italy would have to ask themselves
what their position would be should France (with or without
allies) overcome Germany and break op or paralyse the
newly-founded Empire. That position would certainly be
one diplomatically restricted, and possibly, soon afterwards,
threatened from a military point of view. Again, were
Italy attacked by France, German and Austrian politicians
would have to consider whether they could suffer France to
push to frontiers further eastwards by annexation, or in the
form of a Cisalpine Republic, or that Italy should become
dependent upon France through the results of a disastrous
war. A direct attack upon Austria by France is only
feasible nowadays by the fetter's co-operation with Italy,
thanks to frontier conditions; but Austria has no interest
in giving such an eventuality another chance, like that
which France and Italy availed themselves of in 1859. Nor